Breweries embrace canning for sustainability and freshness
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In a notable trend within the brewing industry, several microbreweries and major players are embracing the canning of beers, leveraging innovative packaging to attract enthusiasts and collectors alike. The latest to join the movement is Brasserie Dupont, which has debuted its Saison Dry Hop in cans, marking a shift in its packaging strategy aimed at enhancing the product's freshness and ecological footprint.
Brasserie Dupont's Saison Dry Hop is described as "refreshing, not sweet, and well-hopped," and is seen as a timely product release as the warmer seasons approach. Olivier Dedeycker, a Brewing Engineer at Brasserie Dupont, shared insights on the technical advantages of canning. He emphasised that cans provide comprehensive protection against light and oxygen, which significantly preserves beer aromas for extended periods. "Its perfectly airtight seal limits oxidation, and its aluminum allows for faster cooling than glass. Ideal for fresh beers, it ensures optimal preservation," he commented.
Also noteworthy is Dedeycker's mention of the environmental benefits of aluminium cans, which he noted are "infinitely recyclable." This aspect could resonate well in an era where sustainability is increasingly important to consumers, particularly within the beverage market. Furthermore, he addressed potential concerns over taste differences, clarifying that while the brewing process for canned beers differs—lacking the refermentation phase characteristic of bottled options—the natural characteristics of the hops would remain prominent in the final product.
The emergence of canned beers has raised broader discussions around recycling and deposit systems for containers. Recently, Walloon Minister of the Environment Yves Coppieters acknowledged delays in the implementation of deposit programmes, stating that "the government’s roadmap does not include the project for deposits on cans and plastic bottles." This postponement reflects the complexities faced by local governments in addressing environmental policies linked to packaging.
In Flanders, discussions surrounding deposit systems had seemingly progressed, but plans have also encountered setbacks, highlighting the ongoing challenges in regulatory frameworks across regions. Meanwhile, in Brussels, the lack of a functioning government has rendered environmental negotiations low on the priority list, further stagnating potential initiatives.
As the demand for innovative, quality canned beers rises, and as major breweries like Brasserie Dupont continue to adapt their offerings, the Australian market may see shifts not only in product design but also in packaging practices influenced by sustainability concerns and consumer preferences. The industry seems poised for an evolution, with cans becoming a focal point for both environmental considerations and craft beer appreciation.
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